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Welcome & Overview
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Transitioning from a Lawful Permanent Resident to a United States citizen through naturalization is an
extraordinary milestone. The legal process is formally initiated by filing Form N-400, Application for
Naturalization. However, U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services imposes strict statutory ground rules
regarding how long you must hold your green card, how much time you must physically spend inside U.S.
borders, and how you maintain your primary home.

Failing to properly compute these days or understanding how extended international travel impacts your
status can result in an immediate application denial. This resource guide details the essential
requirements for continuous residence, physical presence, and general eligibility so you can verify you are
fully qualified before submitting your case.

Important Notice: The calculation of physical presence and continuous residence is evaluated strictly up
to the day of filing. This guide serves as an educational resource regarding general immigration rules and
does not constitute formal legal advice. Gonzalez Law Offices charges for comprehensive case
evaluations and personalized naturalization strategy sessions.

The 4 Core Checklists for Naturalization Eligibility

Section 1: Core Statutory Requirements

Before analyzing your specific travel history, you must satisfy the baseline framework established by
federal immigration law to apply for citizenship:

Minimum Age: You must be at least 18 years of age at the time your Form N-400 is officially filed.
Lawful Permanent Residency: You must hold a valid Permanent Resident Card (Green card).

The 5-Year Baseline Rule: Most applicants must have held their lawful permanent resident status for
at least 5 years before they can apply for naturalization.

The 3-Year Marriage Exception: If you are currently married to, living with, and your spouse has been
a U.S. citizen for at least the past 3 years, your mandatory permanent residency tracking window is
reduced to 3 years.

Local District Jurisdiction: You must have resided within the specific state or USCIS service district that
holds jurisdiction over your home for at least 3 months immediately prior to filing your application.

Section 2: Calculating Your Continuous Residence

Continuous residence means establishing and maintaining your primary dwelling place, domicile, or
actual principal home within the United States throughout the entire statutory period:

Maintaining a Domicile: The government reviews whether you treated the United States as your
permanent home rather than a temporary place of transit, looking at your actual housing
arrangements regardless of your underlying intent.

Absences Under 6 Months: Short trips outside the United States lasting less than 6 months generally
do not disrupt or break your continuous residence.

Trips Between 6 and 12 Months: An absence from the U.S. lasting more than 6 months but less than 1
year creates a legal presumption that you have broken your continuous residence. To overcome this
presumption, you must provide documentation proving you kept your U.S. employment, your family
remained in the country, or you retained full access to your home.

Absences of 1 Year or More: An uninterrupted trip outside the United States lasting 1 year or longer
automatically breaks your continuous residence by law. If this occurs, you must establish a brand-new
period of continuous residence after returning before you can apply.
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Section 3: Meeting the Physical Presence Threshold

While continuous residence focuses on your primary home, physical presence measures the actual total
number of days you spent physically inside the geographic borders of the United States:

e The 50 Percent Rule: You must have been physically present in the United States for at least half of the
total statutory tracking period required for your specific application type.

e The 5-Year Application Metric: If you are filing under the standard 5-year rule, you must demonstrate
actual physical presence in the United States for a minimum of 30 months, which equals at least 913
days.

e The 3-Year Application Metric: If you are filing under the marital 3-year exception, you must
demonstrate actual physical presence in the United States for a minimum of 18 months, which equals
at least 548 days.

e Counting Travel Days: When calculating your time, USCIS counts the specific day you depart the
United States and the specific day you return as full days of physical presence within the country.

e Documentary Burden: Merely holding a green card does not prove you were physically present. You
must track and document your exact travel history using passport stamps, flight records, and tax
filings.

Section 4: Civics, Literacy, and Moral Character Prerequisite Rules

Beyond your physical time tracking, you must fulfill vital personal and civic responsibilities to qualify for
the final oath:

e English Literacy: You must demonstrate a basic ability to read, write, and speak standard English,
which is verified live during your naturalization interview.

e Civics and History Knowledge: You must pass a fundamental test demonstrating a basic
understanding of United States history and the core principles of the U.S. government.

e Good Moral Character: You must show that you have been and continue to be a person of good moral
character, particularly during the required 3 or 5-year statutory period. This is verified via criminal
background checks and an analysis of your personal records.

» Selective Service Registration: If you are a male applicant who lived in the United States under any
status (except as a lawful nonimmigrant) at any point between your 18th and 26th birthdays, you must
have registered with the Selective Service system or prove exemption.

e Constitutional Attachment: You must demonstrate an attachment to the principles of the U.S.
Constitution and be fully willing to take the formal Oath of Allegiance to the United States.

Key Takeaways for Applicants

¢ The 90-Day Early Filing Window: Federal law allows you to submit your Form N-400 up to 90 days
before you officially meet your 3-year or 5-year continuous residence milestone, though you must still
meet all other criteria at filing.

¢ Maintain Records Diligently: Keep a precise, written log of every international departure and return
date. Minor tracking discrepancies can cause major confusion or delays during your live interview.

¢ Do Not Travel Extensively While Pending: Your requirement to maintain continuous residence
continues after you file your application right up until the exact day you take your formal Oath of
Allegiance.
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Need Personalized Guidance?

Calculating precise timelines and gathering the proper
evidence to prove your continuous presence requires
meticulous organization and strict adherence to shifting
immigration regulations. At Gonzalez Law Offices, we help
clients evaluate their travel history, verify their eligibility, and
successfully navigate every step of the path toward United
States citizenship.
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